slight a kind that they attracted at the time little or no attention." So wrote Abercrombie exactly fifty years ago, and his experience has been corroborated by many surgeons since. But the particular affection of the spine, to which I wish to draw your attention, is chronic spinal meningitis, which, in each of the three cases to be spoken of shortly, had a very slight origin and a very insidious career.
Erichsen has pointed out how meningitis may succeed concussion of the spine after railway accidents, but Opiates, stimulating and anodyne embrocations, and the whole army of comparatively gentle counter-irritants do not, in these cases, often do more than temporarily relieve, while the actual cautery seems to strike at the fountain and origin of the evil.
